
Abenaki
Museum

Bus

Beer
Pavilion

FOLSOM 
TAVERN

Live Music
4:00pm – 7:00pm

LADD-GILMAN HOUSE

Children’sActivities

Demonstration 
Grounds Artisan

Village

Indigenous 
& Colonial 

Gardens

MUSEUM ENTRANCE

INDEPENDENCE JAM 
FOOD TRUCKS 

AND LIVE MUSIC

Abenaki 
Museum 

Bus

Public
Restroom

s

Information 
&

Merchandise

Beer & Hot Dogs



American Independence Festival      July 11, 2026

10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Viewing of the Dunlap Broadside of the Declaration of Independence, 
the Gilman Draft of the United States Constitution, and Museum Exhibits
Ladd-Gilman House

Traditional Artisans & Colonial Life 
Sponsored by The Exeter 250 Commission 
Folsom Lawn
 
 Peter Oakley - Shoemaker   Linda Oakley - Dressmaking/Sewing 

Peter Cook - Flax Spinner   Chuck Walker - Horner
Jay Blain – Leatherworker  Bill Wasson - Ropemaker
Judy Wasson - Basketmaking    Steve Zoldack - Potter
Laurel Jamieson - Spinner/Wool Garry Kalajian - Blacksmith
Josh Dummit - Chandler/Candlemaking Dan Lacroix – Woodworker
Penny Lacroix – Wool Spinner

Arming the Revolution- 18th Century Arms Display
Eric von Aschwege
Folsom Lawn

Historic Sword Display
Fencing Instructor Anne Kraemer
Folsom Lawn

Military Encampments   Meet George Washington
Folsom Lawn     American Independence Center Campus

Conversation with Jack Staines  Children’s Activities
Folsom Tavern    Folsom Tavern

Indigenous and Colonial Gardens Display Beer Pavilion (12-7 pm)
Alongside the Ladd-Gilman House  Brought to you by Samuel Adams
     Folsom Tavern front entrance
Information and Merchandise Sales

Folsom Lawn    Abenaki Museum Bus  
      Cowasuck Band of the 
Independence Marketplace    Pennacook Abenaki People
Vendors and Community Organizations  Folsom Tavern Lot
Water Street

8:00 The Inaugural Pursuit of Happiness 5k (new!)
 Road race 
 Water Street

10:00 Festival Opens!
Welcome by AIC Executive Director Joe Pace
Land Acknowledgement with Denise & Paul Pouliot
Main Stage - Folsom Lawn

10:30 Dispatches from Philadelphia!
The Declaration of Independence arrives in New Hampshire
Reading by John Taylor Gilman
Main Stage - Folsom Lawn

11:00 Enemy Plainly in Sight (new!)
 A Skirmish between colonial and royal forces 
 Swasey Parkway

12:00 Historic Swordplay
 Fencing Instructor Anne Kraemer
 Demonstration Grounds

1:00 The Colonial Militia
Acton Minutemen

 Demonstration Grounds - Folsom Lawn

1:30 Children’s Muster
Be a Revolutionary War Soldier, with NH 1st Regiment
Demonstration Grounds - Folsom Lawn 

2:00 The British Army on Display
The 4th (King’s Own) Regiment of the Foot
Demonstration Grounds - Folsom Lawn

3:00 The Continental Army
NH 1st Regiment
Demonstration Grounds - Folsom Lawn

4:00 Festival Concludes

4:00 Live Music and the Expanded Beer Pavilion (new!)
to Todd Hearon & Friends 
7:00 Independence Center Patio
 Samuel Adams Beer and Kayem Hot Dogs on Sale 
 Folsom Tavern

Schedule of Events Ongoing Activities
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